IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
16TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STATE OF MISSOURI
In Re: Extension of Prior Administrative Orders Regarding Modification of Bonds
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2020-167
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have declared that
the outbreak of COVID-19 is a worldwide pandemic; and
WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court has entered multiple Orders and
Operational Directives regarding on-going court operations; and
WHEREAS, the Missouri Supreme Court Orders and Operational Directives
regarding court operations relate not only to considering strategies to prevent the spread
of COVID-19, but also directives which provide for a phased approach toward easing
restrictions related to court operations, with a clear intent to move toward more complete
court operations; and
WHEREAS, this Court continues to consider strategies to prevent the spread of
respiratory germs into, within, and between facilities, including strategies specifically
focused on and related to correctional and detention facilities; and
WHEREAS, defendants arrested on warrants and detained in the Jackson County
Department of Corrections are entitled to a hearing on bond within seven days of
detention, which hearings are routinely and timely held; and
WHEREAS, the judges of this court after conducting such hearings, weighing and
considering all factors relevant to decisions regarding the amount and terms of bond,
often enter orders modifying nominal bonds so as to release many defendants on their
own recognizance; and
WHEREAS, the transportation of such defendants to the Jackson County
Detention Center (JCDC) and the detention of such defendants pending release hearings,
increases the risk of the transmission of the COVID-19 virus to defendants, law
enforcement and corrections officers, and other defendants detained in the facility; and
WHEREAS, as a result of the unique circumstances existing at this time and
considering that defendants who are arrested on warrants with nominal bond
requirements will likely be released virtually immediately upon their entry to the JCDC,
there exist continuing exigent public health considerations that mitigate in favor of not
introducing said defendants into JCDC; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 478.240.2 R.S.Mo. and Section 15 of the Missouri
Constitution, the Presiding Judge has general administrative authority over all judicial
personnel and court officials in the Circuit as well as administrative authority over
dockets of the Court and the administrative and discretionary authority regarding the
manner in which any hearings are conducted in the Court.
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, effective immediately and continuing until November
30, 2020, as follows:
1.
Any defendant arrested on a warrant who is to be delivered to the JCDC
with any of the following bonds/bond amounts:
A.
B.
C.
D.

$5,000.00/10% or any lesser amount;
$5,000.00/secured or any lesser amount;
$5,000.00/10%/secured or any lesser amount;
Cash only bond of $500.00 or any lesser amount;

shall be released on their own recognizance (ROR) with the monetary bond amount to be
the same as set forth in the bond documents (for example, $5,000.00 ROR).
2.
Any additional conditions of release shall apply and be communicated to
the defendant.
3.
Notwithstanding any return date on the bond, the defendant shall be given
a next court date approximately thirty (30) days from the release, on the day and time
indicated on the warrant, with said date to be determined by the judicial officer/division
in which the defendant’s case is pending and with said date to be communicated to said
defendant prior to said defendant’s release on his/her own recognizance.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any law enforcement agency arresting a
defendant on such warrant is authorized to release any defendant on the terms set forth
above without transporting said defendant to the JCDC.
THIS ORDER MAY BE AMENDED, RESCINDED, MODIFIED OR EXTENDED AS
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE.
IT IS SO ORDERED.
October 1, 2020
Date

__________________________________
David M. Byrn, Presiding Judge
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