
16th Circuit Court—Family Court Division  - Page 1 

 

On behalf of everyone working within our juvenile justice system, we are proud to present our 

third report card to the community. From discussions with citizens and community leaders, com-

mon threads emerge. Citizens want their juvenile justice system to improve community safety. 

They want their juvenile justice system to assure justice for all participants. They want juvenile 

offenders to end their delinquent behavior, develop appropriate skill sets, and become productive 

community members. They want children to have safe and permanent homes.  

  

The purpose of this report card is to provide our stakeholders with an overview of how their juve-

nile justice system is performing in four key areas: 

  

Furthering Community Safety 

  

Keeping Children Safe 

  

Ensuring Offender Accountability 

  

Building Juvenile and Family Competencies 

  

We have established a set of benchmarks to inform the community about our work in these areas. 

By measuring our performance, we can hold ourselves accountable to stakeholders, our fellow 

citizens. Taxpayers want government programs to be effective and efficient. By using evidence-

based practices, we anticipate better outcomes in terms of improved offender accountability and 

rehabilitation and reduced recidivism. Evidence based practices such as Annie E. Casey’s Juvenile 

Detention Alternatives Initiative help us to safely reduce the population of juveniles detained in a 

secure detention facility. Practices such as using an objective risk assessment instrument help as-

sure that secure detention is used only for the right kids, at the right time, for the right purpose.  

  

At the request of the Missouri Supreme Court, in 2015 we began a collaboration with Casey Fami-

ly Programs to improve timeliness to permanency and safely reduce the number of children in 

foster care. Casey’s  Judicial Engagement Project has an ambitious national goal of reducing the 

number of children in foster care 50% by 2020 by improving systems of care for children. Our 

local initiative is focused on improving court systems for children in foster care to achieve safe, 

permanent homes for them. This will be a multiyear project. 

  

We are learning that we achieve the best outcomes and the highest degree of community safety 

when we involve families and community members in decisions. Working together we can build a 

safe and more just Jackson County. To perform better on every one of these benchmarks we need 

citizen participation. The Family Court has volunteer opportunities for citizens who wish to be 

involved with youth that range from participation in Community Accountability Boards to work-

ing with lawyers representing  the best interests of children in child abuse/neglect cases. Our vol-

unteers reside in areas all over the county. If you wish to become involved with these efforts, 

please contact Sonja Potter, Volunteer Coordinator, at (816) 881-4863. If you wish to volunteer 

with our Office of Guardian ad Litem, please contact Adam Zaiger at (816) 435-4870. 

Family Court Division 

Jackson County, Missouri 
A Report Card to Our Stakeholders 
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A Report Card to Our Stakeholders 

Furthering Community Safety 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR FAMILY COURT SERVICES  

 

GRADE:  

Law-Abiding Behavior 

Youth Released  in 2014 

 

 

Grade 
 

B 

Youth Released from the 

Court’s Jurisdiction 

(2014) 

Youth Released from Secure 

Detention Awaiting Trial in 

2015 

1% of Jackson County Youth 

Were Referred to the Court 

for a Law Violation 
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Developing Youth Competency 
A Report Card to Our Stakeholders 

Keeping Children Safe 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR CHILD PROTECTION 

PERMANENCY OUTCOMES: 

SAFETY: 

FAMILY DRUG COURT: 

GRADE: 

 

Child Abuse and Neglect  

Safety Outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Drug Court 

2015 

Grade 
 

A 

Child Abuse and Neglect  

Permanency Outcomes  

 

 

 
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A Report Card to Our Stakeholders 

Ensuring Offender Accountability and Victim 
Restoration 
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PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM 

 

RESTITUTION: 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: 

VICTIM SATISFACTION: 

GRADE: 

Restitution to Victims 

(2015) 

 

$

      $17,916.46 (94%)

Restorative Community  

Service Work (2015)

    

% 

        $  

Grade 
 

B+ 
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Developing Youth Competency 
A Report Card to Our Stakeholders 

Developing Youth and Family Competencies 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR FAMILY COURT SERVICES 

 

 

RESISTANCE TO DRUG & ALCOHOL USE: 

  

SCHOOL PARTICIPATION: 

 

PARENTING: 

 

 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: 

GRADE: 

Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

 

Grade 
 

B- 

Citizen Participation 

 

School Participation 

Parenting Skills 

 


